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Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes
in me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes
in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” – John 11:25-26 (NKJV)
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Report of Eastern Synod Meeting held 20th March 2021
th

The latest Eastern Synod meeting took place on Saturday 20 March 2021 via Zoom. The text of this summarised
report is based mainly on the minutes of the meeting and covers selected items.

This was the third Eastern Synod meeting to be
held online using Zoom video conferencing
software. The meeting was due to start at 9.30m
but technical problems led to a twenty-minute
delay and resulted in the meeting overrunning.
Opening – Rev. Nigel Uden, Minister of Downing
Place URC and a former Moderator of General
Assembly, constituted the meeting and led the
opening worship. He focussed on God’s call to
Mary and her response, and consideration of our
response to God’s call. Jane Langford-Horder was
remembered, recovering from surgery.
Ministerial Movements – Rev. Paul Ellis,
Minister of Hutton & Shenfield Union Church,
referred to his paper on Pastoral News which
included details of movements. New members of
the Synod were welcomed and those leaving
were bade farewell.
Presentation to Rev. Paul Whittle – Lindsey
Brown (Training Officer) had delivered flowers
and a scrapbook of memories and messages to
Paul the previous day. She spoke of the great joy
and encouragement of working with Paul and
offered thanks on behalf of all Synod staff.
Rev. Cecil White proposed a vote of thanks to
Paul on behalf of Eastern Synod. He thanked
Mary Whittle also, for her work as a lay preacher.
Paul responded with thanks to Nigel Uden,
Lindsey Brown and Cecil White and quoted
Philippians 1:3-4. He said whilst it had not always
been easy, he was grateful for 12 ½ great years in
Eastern Synod. He reiterated his comments from
the previous Synod meeting, giving thanks for
many great colleagues everywhere, and for the
scrapbook and its messages reflecting how much
had been done together.
Address by Rev. Sam White, Principal of
Westminster College – Sam became Principal of
the college in September 2020. She spoke of
connectedness and seasons of life, thanking Synod
for financial support following Covid-closure of
the hospitality operations at the College, and then
of enabling first aid repairs to the college tower.
Sam spoke of the College’s past and its
anticipation of celebrating the Golden Anniversary
of the URC in 2022. She also mentioned how ways
of teaching, worship and fellowship online had
developed through the pandemic.

Address by Rev. Dr Dan Pratt (Anti-Slavery
Coordinator with charity ‘Together Free’) –
Dan mentioned time spent in South Africa and
more recent work with the homeless in Southend,
leading to discovering issues of modern slavery
and the formation of ‘Together Free’. He explained
what modern day slavery is and showed reasons
for its growth and statistics. ‘Together Free’
resources communities to tackle the problem and
has representatives from many organisations, such
as charities and faith groups. Dan gave advice on
slave-proofing churches, signs to look out for and
ways to deal with concerns.
FairShare presentation by Alan Clifton
(Synod Ministry and Mission Advocate) – Alan
presented the results of a survey carried out in
2020 by his predecessor, Faith Paulding. With a
60% response rate, the survey was a good
indication of the churches’ strong endorsement of
the current approach to M&M fund contribution.
Church attendance would therefore continue to be
a measure by which contributions were set. A
strong mandate for maintaining flexibility was
indicated, as was the limit on rising contributions,
at 5% above RPI.
Mission Committee Report –Rev Mark
Ambrose indicated that the Committee would like
to see more money made available for mission.
They were encouraged to know of much good
work taking place but would be further
encouraged by greater financial resources. He
urged contact with local churches and support for
their mission. A new application form would
soon be available. .
Pastoral Committee Report – Rev. Paul Ellis
reported that the review of numbers of lay
presidencies at the Sacraments had led to a
reduction of almost a third.
Closing – Closing worship was led by Nicola
Grieves, with some young people taking part on
video, representing Children’s and Youth
Synods. Nigel then closed the meeting with final
thanks, an Irish prayer for St Patrick’s Day and a
blessing. The meeting closed at 1.25pm.
Next Synod – The next Synod is scheduled for
Saturday 9th October 2021 at Bury St Edmunds.
Malcolm Brown

From the desk of the Interim Moderator – Rise and Fall
Dear Friends,
The title should really read ‘Fall and Rise’ as I
am relating to the events of Holy Week and
Easter, since the fall of Holy Week is replaced by
the heights of Easter. However, we all tend to
talk in terms of rise and fall so that seemed a
preferable title. In fact, because Holy Week
begins with Palm Sunday we really should say
rise, fall, and rise again. That would also imitate
or experience of the pandemic where normal life
was rocked and now there seems some chance of
it being restored.
Matthew in his gospel tells us that Jersalem went
wild with excitement on Palm Sunday. The text
tells us that the crowd were shouting, “Save now
[Hosanna], Son of David.” The title is unlikely to
have been lost on Jesus. To call him Son of David
meant that all the hopes of history for a deliverer
on the scale of David were being heaped on him.
The city was excited because it thought that the
second David had come to deliver the people from
the Romans. In fact, his perception of events was
about as far as you can get from such a role.
I want to make it clear that by the time Jesus
drew near to Jerusalem, Christianity was on its
knees and was to fall even lower by the end of
holy week. In his progress towards his death
Jesus was reduced to borrowing an ass,
borrowing a room, borrowing a cross and finally
borrowing a tomb. The man of the crowds, leader
of a band of disciples, saw them desert him and
one of them deny he had ever known him.
Do not be taken in by the carnival atmosphere of
Palm Sunday. The crowds that turned out to greet
Jesus on that day were the same people that turned
out to jeer the passage of the cross to the place of
execution. So here is a crowd whose friendship is
paper thin, today the cheering tomorrow the
jeering. As for the disciples, when the crunch came
they couldn't run away fast enough. So in looking
at the passion of Christ do not just think of the

physical pain, for there was also the mental
torment at seeing everything one had tried to
achieve fading away; being let down at every
point, being deserted and denied. The great God
incarnate was reduced to the lonely figure of pain
on the cross. The creator had experienced every
angle of weakness in his creation.
From the time when he reaches the city of
Jerusalem onwards we know that evil will have its
day because redemption is born of an act of self
sacrifice and not from a triumphant nationalist
army. Jesus dies in the pain and suffering of a
flawed creation and we do the same. When we
despair at the suffering and death of those around
us, then we have to look at how he died and where
he died. Here is the son of God experiencing the
pain of human suffering and death.
On Easter Day we discover with the disciples that
death is not the end. If you have problems with
the credibility of Easter then start with the
healings of Christ, particularly the absent
healings where energy works across space and
time and surpasses the limits of our material
world. There is a wonderful passage in one of the
variant readings found in the Greek testament, at
Luke 23 verse 43: “And Jesus answered and said
to him, chiding him, be confident, take heart,
today you will be with me in paradise.” Be
confident says our lord. Let us be confident that
those poor souls who have passed in such terrible
circumstances with this dreadful virus will have
their Easter Day even as they have had their
Good Friday.
We cannot meet and celebrate this the greatest
day of the Christian year as we normally do but I
hope, whatever your circumstances, that you will
be able find some joy on this wonderful day.
Your friend and Interim Moderator,
Jim
Rev. Dr. James Tarrant

From the Bible – Matthew 21: 6-9 (NIV)
The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and placed
their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those
that followed shouted, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’

F

rom the Editor
Welcome to the April 2021 edition of the
Hadleigh Messenger.

Our Interim Moderator, Jim Tarrant, who is still
awaiting a heart operation, has kindly written an
Easter pastoral letter and I’ve had two items from
readers so thank you to Jean and June.
I’m also pleased to announce that Beryl Hunt has
kindly offered to provide prayer notes on a
regular basis. Beryl used to provide these for the
magazine when she was our Interim Moderator
around the time of our centenary in 2004. She has
continued to write them for her home church,
Hutton & Shenfield Union Church.

There is quite a variety of articles in this month’s
edition so I hope that there will be something for
everyone. I worry that the magazine will seem
rather boring by comparison when church life
returns to something like normal!
May we continue to have the patience to look
forward to better times when we can socialise,
worship and celebrate the Lord together again.
In the meantime, may I wish all readers a very
happy and peaceful Easter. If you have the
chance, why not phone someone who you don’t
contact regularly and wish them a happy Easter.
Malcolm Brown

Where is God?
Two brothers are terrible trouble makers. They are always breaking things, stealing
things, lying, and making all kinds of general trouble. The parents have tried
everything to get the boys to change, to no avail. Finally, out of options, they ask their
pastor if he can help. He says he will talk to the boys, but only one at a time. The
parents drop off the youngest and go home, arranging to return to get him soon. The
boy sits in a chair across from the pastor's desk and they just look at each other.
Finally, the Pastor asks, "Where is God?"
The boy just sits there and doesn't answer.
The pastor begins to look stern and says loudly, "Where is God?"
The little boy shifts in his seat, but still doesn't answer.
The pastor is starting to get angry at the boy's refusal to converse and practically
shouts "Where is God?"
To the pastor's surprise, the little boy jumps up out of his chair and runs out of the
office. The boy leaves the church and runs all the way home, up the stairs and into his
brother's room. He shuts the door and pants, "We're in BIG TROUBLE. God's missing
and they think we did it!"
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When the church re-opens, we invite you to join us for
worship and fellowship at any of our services. In the
meantime, if you are in need of help that the ministry of
the church can supply then be assured of our interest and
concern. If you are suffering from ill health, loneliness or
bereavement and feel that we could help, or if you would
like to ask for a prayer or personal visit then please let one
of our church officers know. All such requests are treated
in the strictest confidence.

Chapter & Verse – Reform, April 2021
One of the most beautiful stories in our scriptures
The resurrection story of Mary Magdalene
bumping into Jesus in the garden, where he had
been buried, is one of the most beautiful stories in
our scriptures.
It is touchingly human, for not only does Mary
not recognise Jesus, perhaps for the tears
streaming down her face, but she supposes him to
be the gardener. And when he calls by name, she
reaches out towards him to embrace him tightly.

‘Were you there?’ says the spiritual hymn
composed by enslaved African-Americans in the
19th century. Yes, we were and yes, we are there
in the garden with Mary. The story is so vivid,
and so down to earth, that we can imagine
ourselves there. That is the profoundest
theological question of all: were you there?
There is not much of the site where all this took
place, because it has made way for the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre, if we go with the traditional
location. I went there once on a visit organised by
the Council of Christians and Jews. Our guide
was the late Daniel Rossing, who showed us
around the various chapels (all 22 of them)
belonging to six different denominations, which
are fiercely protective over their spaces.
Daniel told us of his time working as the Director
of the Department for Christian Communities in
Israel’s Ministry for Religious Affairs. One of his
anecdotes concerned the space between two
chapels belonging to two different denominations.
It had become dangerous to visitors owing to the
volume of people. Because it fell between two
chapels, neither group was prepared to let the
other repair the damage, lest they expand their
territory.
However, they were prepared to fix a light bulb
above the space so that eager pilgrims could see
where they were going. But when the light bulb
went out, rather than fight over territory, Daniel
would receive a call and meet with

representatives of both denominations, replace
the bulb while the representatives turned away,
and then exclaim: ‘Ah, it seems to be working!’
I thought this was appalling, and asked Daniel
what he thought about the Christians’ squabble as
a Jew. I have never forgotten his response: ‘Isn’t
that what incarnation all about, people learning to
live alongside each other?’
I want the death and the resurrection of Jesus to
transform the world, and certainly to transform
our churches. I don’t want the very space where
this happens to descend into a pit where we
squabble and fight over petty differences. Yet
Daniel taught me that Easter and Christmas come
together in that moment, that place of human
encounter, that place where we are.
We believe that God came to live among us in the
person of Jesus of Nazareth, who experienced
exactly what it was like to be human and to rub
up against other human beings, without special
privilege or exemption.
His whole message was that love is what makes
those relationships work, and that it is love,
constant and inexhaustible, that will transform
this world.
Easter tells us that Jesus the Christ has handed on
that mission to us. We are now entrusted with
teaching the world to learn to live an incarnate
life, to learn to live alongside each other with
love and respect.
At Christmas, God took the risk and sent Jesus to
live our human life on this earth. How fortunate
the early disciples, including Mary Magdalene,
were to know him and be with him and learn
from him.
Yet, as Rowan Williams points out in his little
book, Being Disciples: Essentials of the Christian
life, we are in an even more fortunate position,
for we are post-resurrection disciples and so
ought to understand more than they did, and we
have the Holy Spirit to direct and inform and
energise us. ‘Do not cling to me,’ Jesus says, ‘I
need to ascend and cannot be with you in the way
you knew me before, so I am taking the risk of
trusting you to complete the work that I started.’
Helen Garton
Minister of Cumnor and St Columba’s Churches, Oxford

COVID-19 news – Moderna and Novavax vaccines
Two new COVID-19 vaccines are due to arrive in
the UK. As the country begins to emerge from
lockdown, recent announcements about the
Moderna and Novavax vaccines will boost
confidence in its vaccination rollout, which
currently relies on two vaccines:
Oxford/AstraZeneca and Pfizer/BioNTech.
The UK government aims to have the entire adult
population vaccinated with at least one dose by
the end of July. But recently, the country has
been hit by delays in anticipated supplies. During
April, the focus will be on second doses instead
of inoculating more people with their first doses.
This has raised concerns about the vaccination
programme remaining on track.

quality assurance for product stability. While
strict quality standards are essential and
difficulties in scaling up production at a global
scale are not unexpected, there is an urgent need
for alternatives.
The cavalry is coming
As countries struggle to secure sufficient supplies
of vaccines and companies cannot scale up
production fast enough. Enter the Moderna
vaccine. Dr Anthony Fauci, chief medical advisor
to the US president, said of the vaccine’s arrival
there: “the cavalry is coming”.

The two new vaccines will help with this. The
Moderna vaccine gained UK authorisation in
January and is already widely used elsewhere.
The Novavax vaccine is expected to file for UK
authorisation soon after successful phase 3 trials.
While some of the AstraZeneca vaccine is
manufactured in the UK, the country is reliant on
imports. A large proportion of vaccines
administered in the UK are imported from India
or the EU. While the government is adamant that
it will meet its targets, the health secretary, Matt
Hancock, has called vaccine supplies “lumpy”.
A letter from NHS England on 17th March
advised vaccination sites of a significant
reduction in supply from March 29. Vaccination
centres were told to process as many adults over
50 as possible, to use up stock with a short shelf
life, and to close down online bookings.
A key reason for this step is diminished supplies
of the AstraZeneca vaccine from India. An order
of 10 million doses of vaccines was only partially
fulfilled, with 5 million doses remaining in India.
India has imposed a de facto export ban for
vaccines while the country focuses on domestic
vaccinations to ward off a new wave of infections.
But export stops are not the only reason for the
insecurity in the vaccine supply chain. The Serum
Institute of India, the world’s largest vaccine
manufacturer, also reported material shortages
affecting production. This is not an isolated issue,
and global agreement and coordination is needed
to alleviate bottlenecks.
In addition, 1.7 million doses of the AstraZeneca
vaccine had to be retested as part of the ongoing

Vaccine phials

Yet in the UK, Moderna’s immediate impact,
while welcome, will be limited. While 17 million
doses have been ordered in total, only 500,000
are expected to arrive in April. This is enough to
cover only one average day of vaccinations.
Novavax will be another valuable addition to the
UK’s arsenal of vaccines. Supplies for the UK
market will be manufactured by FUJIFILM
Diosynth Biotechnologies in Stockton-on Tees.
Originally, the serum would then have been sent to
the EU to be filled into vials ready for use. But on
March 29, drug company GlaxoSmithKline
announced that it had reached an agreement in
principle with Novavax and the UK Government
Vaccines Taskforce. They will support
manufacturing of up to 60 million doses of the
Novavax COVID-19 vaccine candidate by using a
site in County Durham to “fill and finish” instead
of the EU. Deliveries are expected from June.
This will ensure that the Novavax production for
the UK market is entirely UK-based.
Boris Johnson is among the heads of state who
have signed an international call for more united
action around the world, acknowledging “that
nobody is safe until everyone is safe”.

Ending lockdown
On 29th March, some UK lockdown rules relaxed
and residents in England are now permitted to
meet in groups of six or as two households
coming together. The end of shielding for
vulnerable patients has also begun. To the relief
of many, outdoor activities and sports resumed.
For those who had received their vaccinations,
there was reason to celebrate their
“deconfinement”. But some age groups now face
a longer than expected wait for their doses.
The anticipated arrival of two new vaccines can
boost the morale of those worried about the wait.
The announcement of the domestic production of
Novavax has reassured those unsettled by
discussions of export bans. But we have to
acknowledge the complexity of vaccine supply
chains. Essential ingredients and tools for the

manufacturing process including cell cultures,
single-use tubing and specialised chemicals, bags
and filters, are still likely to be imported.
There are other changes on the vaccine horizon
which offer hope for people waiting to be
vaccinated. AstraZeneca, Pfizer/BioNtec, and
Moderna are all currently upgrading their
production facilities in Europe. New
manufacturing sites are being approved and
processes scaled up. Along with the collaboration
with GlaxoSmithKline to advance the Novavax
vaccine, this increase in production will bring
some comfort to those adults under 50 still
waiting for their vaccine.
Written by Liz Breen (Director of the Digital Health
Enterprise Zone, University of Bradford) and Sarah
Schiffling (Senior Lecturer in Supply Chain
Management, Liverpool John Moores University).

Family News

URC News
Mission Council – 15th-17th March 2021
The spring meeting of Mission Council, the
executive body of United Reformed Church
(URC) General Assembly, was held from 15-17
March. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the meeting
was held digitally.
Uncontroversial resolutions were passed en bloc.
Paper A1, dealing with the future of the URC,
was presented by Rev. Dr John Bradbury. John
advised Mission Council that due to
extraordinary pace of secularisation, the URC
had reached a time where it needed to reflect on
its direction. After group work and discussion,
the following resolution was passed: “Mission
Council invites the Officers of the Assembly, in
consultation with the Nominations Committee, to
appoint a small group to oversee a review of the
structures, resources and work of the United
Reformed Church to enable us to respond
faithfully to the challenges present in paper A1.
The review group is asked to report to each
Mission Council and General Assembly and to
bring recommendations and resolutions when
appropriate. It invites the group to bring a
proposed remit and timescale for work to General
Assembly 2021.”

justice and peace. Recent campaigns cover issues
including climate change, household debt,
asylum policies and economic renewal.
The vacancy was created by the secondment of
the current team leader, Rachel Lampard, to head
a two-year project looking at how the Methodist
Church responds to its calling to challenge
injustice. The project will start after Easter this
year.
Simeon is currently Deputy Team Leader of JPIT
and will take up the Team Leader role for the two
years that Rachel is seconded to the project. He
joined the URC staff team 3 years after working
in senior roles in international development
charities.
Simeon will remain Secretary for Church and
Society for the URC but leading the Joint Public
Issues Team and liaising with the four
denominations that participate in JPIT will be the
main parts of his new role.
Fundraising stall raises thousands for
charity
The coronavirus lockdown was no obstacle for a
Fenstanton United Reformed Church member
determined to raise money for charity.

Paper C1 included information from a review of
the current URC website undertaken by Yaku
Labs. Andy Jackson, Head of Communications,
said that the first part of audience research had
been completed, and the next phase of research
and development was now underway. The
meeting was given an insight into that research
before it broke into groups to consider a series of
questions. The new website should be launched
later this year.
URC Church and Society Secretary to
lead JPIT for two years
Simeon Mitchell, the
URC’s Secretary for
Church and Society, is to
become Team Leader of
the ecumenical Joint
Public Issues Team (JPIT).
JPIT is a ground-breaking
ecumenical enterprise,
drawing together the Baptist Union of Great
Britain, Methodist Church, United Reformed
Church and Church of Scotland. The Team
supports churches and Christians in working for

Due to lockdown restrictions, Jean Ding decided
to move her stall from the church to outside her
home, in Cambridgeshire, and raised £3,200 in
the process. She never expected her stall to take
off the way it did.
Jean raised the staggering sum by selling books,
jigsaws and other items donated to her, together
with plants when in season.
Jean said, “I used to put the stall out at the United
Reformed Church once a month but it had to
close when the lockdown came last March, so I
decided to put [it] outside my house to see what
would happen and now I have raised £3,200.”

URC West Midlands Synod first to
achieve eco award
The United Reformed Church West Midlands
Synod has become the first across the
denomination to achieve an A Rocha UK Bronze
Eco Synod award. In its award application, the
Synod evidenced a long-term commitment to
reducing its environmental impact by rewriting
their eco-policy which was approved last October,
and agreeing clear mission pledges to reduce
their carbon footprint and reporting annually on
progress. It is also working towards installing
solar PV panels and electric car charging points
at all suitable manses; investigating the
possibility of doing the same for the Synod
Office; and considering a future grant system to
provide panels for church roofs.

The Synod has committed to reaching net zero
carbon by 2040 or earlier and encourages its
churches to register for the Eco Church initiative
and qualify for at least a Bronze award by the end
of 2023. So far, 44 United Reformed churches
across the Synod have signed up with A Rocha
UK. Of these, fourteen have received a bronze
award and eight a silver award.
Eco Church is a free online award scheme and is
an A Rocha UK project, in partnership with
Christian Aid, The Church of England, The
Methodist Church in Britain, Allchurches Trust,
The United Reformed Church and Tearfund. In
the scheme’s sixth year, we are encouraging more
churches to join the Eco church community.
Churches can do so by registering at undefined
and completing a simple survey.

The other ‘London Stone’
When I was working in the City of London,
which I did from my 21st birthday until I retired
in 1990, I got to know many parts of the City,
eventually becoming a Freeman of the City.
Although working locally would have meant
much quicker travel to work, I just loved the
environment of the City and its history, so I
stayed there, working in and around Lloyds of
London, the insurance market.
The firms that I worked for were quite small, and
we moved offices quite regularly, which enabled
me to get to know many parts of the City. One of
those moves was to Bush Lane near Cannon Street
Station and on the other side of Cannon Street was
St Swithin’s Lane. From memory, I believe the
building on the corner of the street was a Russian
bank at the time and propped up on the pavement
backing on to the bank was the London Stone. It
was pointed out to me by the owner of the firm I
worked for and he also made a point of informing
visitors of the existence of this Stone. So when
Malcolm wrote in the March magazine about the
London Stone on the Kent shore of the River
Thames, I was rather surprised.
In Anna Milford’s book ‘Lord Mayors of London
– 800 years’ (1990) is the following item:
“London Stone, where Jack Cade, during the
Mayorality of Wyfold, proclaimed himself ‘Lord of
this City’, is still there. Its origin is lost in myth; is
it a druids’ sacrificial altar or a Roman milestone,
the Marker from Londinium to distant Anglesey
and Hadrian’s Wall and Anglesey? Condemned as

a traffic hazard in the 18th century, it was dug up
and set behind an iron grille in St Swithin’s. That
blitzed church was not rebuilt and the Stone now
has an improbable new home – set into the wall of
the Bank of China. How many commuters pouring
out of Cannon Street station spare it a glance, or
link it with that first Mayor in 1189 who described
himself as Henry Fitzailwyn ‘goldsmith of London
Stone’. There is no writing on the stone to tell us of
its origins.”

The London Stone in a glass case
outside 111 Cannon Street, London

On looking on the Internet about the London
Stone there are many different suggestions as to
what its original purpose was. The stone
underwent refurbishment a few years ago but was
returned to 111 Cannon Street after a two year
stay in the Museum of London whilst the site in
front of WH Smith was being rebuilt. The
reference to Jack Cade refers to an armed revolt
against the unpopular King Henry V1 which
appears in Shakespeare’s Henry V1 Part 2.
June Gargrave

Five words that don’t mean what you think they do
Articles of this kind usually assert that a word’s
correct meaning lies in its earliest uses, while later
developments are corruptions. Disinterested
doesn’t mean “not interested” but “impartial” they
complain. Decimate must refer to the destruction of
precisely one-tenth of something they protest.
Fulsome can only mean “insincere” rather than
“very full” they cry. While this may seem logical
enough, in some cases it doesn’t quite work. Here
we apply the principle of earliest meaning to five
common words and we get some rather
unexpected results.

1. Pretty
This word is from Old English prættig, “cunning”,
from præt “trick” – unrelated to prat “idiot”,
which originally referred to the buttocks (hence
pratfall: a fall onto the backside).
By the 15th century, pretty described something
cleverly made, artful or ingenious. This led to its
use to describe someone attractive or goodlooking – most commonly a woman or child,
although the diarist Samuel Pepys refers to one
Dr Clarke as a “very pretty man”.
Ironic uses of pretty to refer to something
unpleasant are the origins of phrases like “pretty
pass”, “pretty state of affairs” and “pretty kettle
of fish”; the latter more often found in the phrase
“different kettle of fish”. The kettle here isn’t the
kind we use to make tea, but rather a large
cooking vessel (from Latin catillus).
2. Tall
Tall is from an Old English word that meant
“swift” or “active”. By the 15th century, it had
come to mean “handsome” or “elegant”. Its use
to mean “skilful” gave rise to the expressions
“tall of hand”, meaning “handy” and “tall of
tongue”, meaning “good at arguing”.
The 16th century saw the emergence of uses
relating to height; subsequent metaphorical
extensions include “large”, as in “tall order”, and
“exaggerated”, from which the phrase “tall story”
emerged.
These changes in meaning may seem surprising,
but several common adjectives that describe our
physical appearances began life referring to
dexterity and pliancy. Handsome, as the name
suggests, originally meant “easy to handle”,
“clever” meant “dexterous”, and “buxom” meant
“obedient” (from “bow” meaning “to bend the
neck”).

3. Silly
Someone silly in Old English was “happy” or
“fortunate”, and later “pious” or “holy”. Because
the innocent are easily taken advantage of, it
came to signal a person deemed “weak” or
“helpless”. Further negative associations are
apparent from its use to mean “rustic” or “lacking
sophistication”, from which our modern sense of
“foolish” emerged.
This process, whereby a compliment becomes a
term of abuse, is known to linguists as
“pejoration” (from Latin peior “worse”). Its
opposite, “amelioration” (from Latin melior
“better”), can be seen in the history of “nice”,
which originally meant “foolish” (from Latin
nescius “ignorant”).
4. Naughty
In Old English, to be naughty was to be poor,
literally “to have naught” or “nothing”. It was later
used to describe someone immoral and, in a
weakened sense, mischievous or disobedient. The
particular association with badly behaved children
led to the “naughty corner” – a place of isolation to
which a child may be sent as a punishment.
Perhaps it was the naughty corner’s Victorian
associations that led to the invention of the
“naughty step”, a form of discipline advocated by
the British reality TV show Supernanny, whose
transatlantic success led to its adoption in the US.
Its use to mean “indecent” survives into modern
usage in phrases like “naughty but nice”. This
phrase was promoted by adverts for cream cakes in
the 1980s and was the brainchild of the novelist
Salman Rushdie, while he was working as a
copywriter.
“Naughty bits”, referring to the genitals, was first
recorded in a Monty Python sketch in 1970. This
euphemism was considered too explicit for
American audiences and was bleeped out when the
show was broadcast in the US.
5. Sad
This word is from Old English sæd, which meant
“full”, as the German satt still does. In English, it
has been replaced in this sense by “satisfied” or
“sated”, from Latin satis “enough”.
By the 14th century, sad meant “settled”, “firm”
or “resolute” and from this the senses “serious”
and “grave” developed.

The modern use of sad to mean “sorrowful” can
be traced back to Old English, where the word
already carried a sense of being weary or tired of
something, reflecting the way that satisfaction
quickly shades into ennui.
Surprisingly, “happy” was brought to us by the
Vikings who plundered the north of England and
is borrowed from the Old Norse happ, which
filled the gap created by the changing use of
“silly”. It originally meant “fortunate” – a sense
preserved in the phrase “by happy chance”.
To suggest that we are using words incorrectly,
therefore, is to ignore the various ways in which
meanings of words change over time.
In the case of fulsome, “very full” is the earlier of
the two senses. Its use to mean “excessive” arose

out of “fulsome apologies” that were felt to be
insincere – as Priti Patel found to her cost in her
resignation letter of 2017.
The looser use of decimate to mean “devastate” is
recorded from the 17th century, so can it really be
wrong today? And if we did insist on only
sanctioning its earliest use - put to death one in
every ten of an army of mutinous soldiers - how
often would we use it?
So feel free to be disinterested in this post, or to
lavish it with fulsome praise. Attempting to
constrain the uses of words is plain silly – in its
modern rather than its medieval meaning.
Simon Horobin
Professor of English Language and Literature,
University of Oxford. (From The Conversation website.)

Easter quotes
God proved His love on the Cross. When Christ hung, and bled, and died,
it was God saying to the world, “I love you.” – Billy Graham
The very first Easter taught us this: that life never ends and love never dies. – Kate McGhan
And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. – Corinthians 6:14

Prayer Reflection
Resurrection
Consider all the changes that have occurred during the last year. What have you learned? Especially
reflect on those things you never expected to be doing. Will they continue to be beneficial as we move
out of lockdown? What things have you set aside either by default or because they no longer seem
important? Which need to be reinstated and which let go permanently? Praise God for all he has taught us
during this difficult time and thank him for walking alongside us and holding us when necessary.
Contemplate all the love shown to us in the death and resurrection of Jesus. Understand more of the
newness of life it brought to us all – significance, self-worth and opportunities for service. Rejoice in the
fact of God's love, forgiveness and faithfulness. Pray for grace to trust in the Father as Jesus did. May we
be enabled to move forward in hope as our lives become more 'normal'.
Confess how much we had taken the efforts of so many people for granted and resolve to be more
considerate in future, taking Jesus' love to everyone. Realise, too, how much we need to care for the
planet. Pray for grace to play our part in protecting all of God's creation. The sacrifices we may have to
make are trivial compared with what Christ suffered for us. May we rise to the challenge of remaking
society as God intended. Thank God for the opportunity.
Prayer
Gracious God, who died for us in Jesus, show us how best to use all we have learned this last year, to
renew society so that all are given proper respect. May that also be true for the world you have created.
Thank you Lord. Amen
Beryl Hunt

Cave of Horror reveals fresh secrets
On 16th March, news broke of the discovery of
fresh fragments of a nearly 2,000-year-old scroll in
Israel. The fragments came from one of the
Qumran caves, evocatively named Cave of Horror,
near the western shore of the Dead Sea in a canyon
named Nahal Hever. Located some 260ft beneath a
cliff-top, the cave is practically inaccessible and
could only be reached by abseiling down to it.

that it was excavated by a team led by the Israeli
archaeologist, Yohanan Aharoni. The new
fragments were found as part of a larger project to
search for new manuscripts, which is being
conducted by the Israel Antiquities Authority
(IAA).
The discovery of such fragments of Dead Sea
Scrolls is the first find of its kind since the early
1960s when similar fragments and some 40
skeletons were discovered at the site.
The Minor Prophets scroll

Newly discovered Dead Sea Scroll fragments

Cave of Horror
The nickname Cave of Horror was given to the
cave because of the discovery in the 1960s of a
large number of skeletons, including children’s
skeletons that were found inside. Together with
the skeletons were personal documents, a
fragmentary copy of a prayer written in Hebrew,
and the scroll to which the newly discovered
fragments belong.
The Cave of Horror is one of a series of eight
caves in the canyon of Nahal Hever, which were
used as places of refuge during the Jewish Bar
Kokhba revolt against Rome (AD132–136) in the
time of the Emperor Hadrian.
The revolt was led by Simon bar Kokhba who
was thought by his followers to be the Messiah.
Remains of a Roman camp at the top of the cliff
suggest that refugees sheltering there died as a
result of a Roman siege.
The occupants were determined not to surrender.
There were no signs of wounds on the skeletons,
suggesting the occupants died as a result of hunger
and thirst, or possibly smoke inhalation from a fire
in the centre of the cave. They buried their most
prized possessions, including the scroll from which
these fragments come, to keep them safe.
The revolt was crushed, with some ancient writers
claiming that over 500,000 Jews were killed and
many others deported from the region.
The Cave of Horror has been known to
archaeologists since 1953, but it wasn’t until 1961

The 20-odd parchment fragments belong to what
is known as the Scroll of the 12 or the Minor
Prophets Scroll, parts of which were initially
discovered in Nahal Hever by local Bedouin and
sold in Jerusalem in the early 1950s. The scroll is
dated to the late first century B.C.
Like other fragments of the Minor Prophets scroll,
the new scroll fragments are written in Greek by
two different scribes. The texture of the
parchment is also similar or even identical to
previous fragments that belong to the scroll.
The Minor Prophets Scroll includes twelve
prophetic works that appear in the Jewish Bible
and Christian Old Testament. Researchers have
so far deciphered some 11 lines from the newly
excavated scroll fragments, including verses from
Nahum 1:5-6 –
The mountains quake because of Him,
And the hills melt.
The earth heaves before Him,
The world and all that dwell therein.
Who can stand before His wrath?
Who can resist His fury?
His anger pours out like fire,
and rocks are shattered because of Him.
and Zechariah 8:16-17 –
These are the things you are to do:
Speak the truth to one another,
render true and perfect justice in your gates.
And do not contrive evil against one another,
and do not love perjury,
because all those are things that I hate – declares
the Lord.
The scroll had been written in Greek, the
language adopted after the conquest of Judea by
Alexander the Great in the 4th Century B.C. The
name of God, though, exclusively appears in
Hebrew.

The ancient Hebrew scriptures were first
translated into Greek for the benefit of Greekspeaking Jews who had begun to lose contact
with their Hebrew roots. It is thought that this
work probably began in Egypt, some time around
200 years before Christ.

mummified child inside the Cave of Horror
dating to the Chalcolithic period. The child, who
died between the ages of 6 and 12, had been
buried in a shallow pit in a fetal position and
covered with a cloth wrapped around its head and
chest, but not its feet.

The name of God

A cache of coins was also found in the same cave.
These were stamped with
images of Jewish symbols,
including a harp and a date
palm. They also date to the
time of the Bar Kokhba revolt.

The practice of writing the name of God in
Hebrew rather than Greek stems back to the
prohibition in Exodus 20:7 against “taking God’s
name in vain”.
The Dead Sea Scrolls attest several practices for
avoiding accidentally pronouncing the divine
name while reading aloud. These include
substituting dots in place of the letters and the use
of an archaic form of the Hebrew alphabet. This
custom is the basis for the modern practice of
writing Lord in capital letters in modern editions
of the Bible.

In another cave, a woven basket was found that
dates back around 10,500 years to the pre-pottery
Neolithic period. The IAA says that it appears to
be the oldest complete basket in the world.

Provenance
Shortly after the discovery of the first Dead Sea
Scrolls in 1947 it became apparent that the rare
ancient manuscripts had financial value. This led
to a race between archaeologists and local
Bedouin to discover more scroll fragments.
10,500 year old basket

The basket has a capacity of about 100 litres (26
gallons). Researchers are studying small soil
samples found inside to determine what it had
once stored.

Dead Sea Scrolls discovered in the 1940s

Consequently, it can be difficult to verify the
archaeological provenance of many of the Dead
Sea Scrolls remnants.
More recently, fake scrolls have found their way
into at least one modern museum collection. A
new discovery with secure archaeological
provenance, like the recent one from the Cave of
Horrors, is immensely important.
Perhaps most excitingly, these new fragments
leave open the tantalising possibility that there
are more scrolls out there, waiting to be found.
Other finds
In addition to the Dead Sea Scroll fragments,
archaeologists found a 6,000-year-old

Arrowheads and spearheads

Arrowheads and spearheads, sandals, fabric and
lice combs, also thought to be from the Bar
Kokhba revolt period were found in other caves.
The IAA commissioned the operation to search
the caves in 2017 following concerns over
looting.
Malcolm Brown
Sources: BBC website; Guardian website, Huffington
Post website and Artnet website. Most photos
courtesy of the Israel Antiques Authority.

Prepare for new fruit
This blog post by Peter Pay was originally written in
December 2020 for Advent. In the absence of a
suitable, recent blog post by the Moderators, I have
adapted it, by removing references to Advent, since
the subject remains relevant, particularly in view of
the incident in Holy Week, described in Matthew 21,
when Jesus curses a fig tree.

Fig trees are often referred to in the Bible.
Jesus mentions them in a parable, where he
curses one for its lack of fruit.

hope that somehow, they might in the future ripen.
In so doing, we can lose the energy to feed the buds
of new beginnings, and we may fail to focus all our
efforts on them.
We need to learn to be more ready to leave old
failures behind: fruit that has not matured, branches
that are not productive. Otherwise, they will weigh
us down and sap our strength.
The next season will be different. God will present
us with new and exciting possibilities for us to
harvest. Look closely at a dormant fig tree and you
will see the new buds – the new fruits starting to
appear!

We have a large fig tree in our garden which
often bears much fruit. I have noticed that
whilst fig trees lose their leaves in winter, all
the fruits that failed to mature remain on the
tree… potentially for years. These fruits will
never ripen. They will eventually rot.
Indeed, I gather that, if left there, the fruits that
failed to mature will weaken the tree and
reduce the future yield. They are, in many
ways, a reminder of hopes unfulfilled –
possibilities that never came to fruition. We are
advised to remove such fruit, so that the tree is
able to put its full energies into next year’s
season. We are also advised to prune less
productive parts.
You are now probably ahead of me. There is a
direct analogy to us and to our Church
communities. We have a natural tendency to
look back at our failures: to lose heart at what
did not succeed, to cling on to things in the

Each year is different. Some years we have a rich
harvest – a glut. Others, very little. Our challenge is
to be ready for either – to be willing to let go and to
adapt, to embrace whatever happens, to the glory of
God.
There are constant signs of hope and renewal in our
churches and our communities: signs of new fruit,
new harvests. We are called to embrace them and
put our energies there.
I pray that this time may be for you a time of letting
go, of finding new hope, new possibilities and new
enthusiasm for God’s work.
Peter Pay
P.S. I can recommend fig jam with Brie!

From a gravestone in Derbyshire
“God grant that I may fish
Until my dying day,
And when it comes to my last cast
I humbly pray,
When in my Lord’s safe landing net
I’m peacefully asleep,
That in His mercy
I be judged good enough to keep.”

Computer Corner

Interesting
website

Internet Archive Wayback Machine
The Wayback Machine is a digital archive of the World Wide Web, started in 2001 by
the Internet Archive, a non-profit library based in San Francisco. It allows users to go
back in time and see what websites looked like in the past. It was developed with the
intention of providing "universal access to all knowledge" by preserving archived copies
of defunct web pages. This is a vital service because so much information is now digital.
URL: https://archive.org/web/

Useful
free
software

Joplin
Joplin is a note-taking and to-do app similar to Microsoft’s OneNote and the commercial
Evernote program. There is a good review of the app on the PC Magazine website at
https://uk.pcmag.com/productivity/130347/joplin where it is described as the best free
and open-source note-taking app available. It is available for Windows, Linux, macOS,
Android and iOS and is able to synchronise between devices using a cloud account such
as Dropbox.
URL: https://joplinapp.org/

Interesting
video

Katica Illényi (Theremin) – Once Upon a Time in the West
Regular readers will know that the Editor, as compiler of this section, doesn’t usually
include music videos but it was this video that gave me the idea for this month’s word
search so I thought I’d include it. It features the playing of the very unusual Theremin
instrument, an electronic instrument which, surprisingly, has been around for a hundred
years. Some people may have seen the comedian Bill Bailey playing one. This is a
beautiful piece composed by Ennio Morricone for the film of the same name.
URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lY7sXKGZl2w

Word Search – Unusual musical instruments
BALAFAN
CRWTH
DIDGERIDOO
DULCIMER
GAMELESTE
KALIMBA
KORA
LUR
OCARINA
OCTOBASS
PIPA
PYROPHONE
SERPENT
SHAWM
SITAR
SPOONS
THEREMIN
VIELLE
YABAHAR
ZEUSAPHONE
Words may appear in any direction including diagonally, back to front and upside down.

Someone does care
I found God in the morning;
we just sat and talked.
I kept him near me
everywhere I walked.
I called God at the noontide,
a heart filled with despair.
I felt his quiet presence;
I knew that he was there.
We met again at sunset,
the waning of the day.
I had made him happy;
I had lived His way.
Then when at bedtime
I knelt, silently in prayer,
again by His gentle presence
I felt… “Someone does care”.
Unknown
This poem was submitted by Jean Reeve who writes:
“During the past year, like many people living on their own, I have felt
very alone and lost, remembering years gone by. These words, which
were given to me when I lost someone very special, are so true today.”

A Prayer for the Pandemic
Gracious God
as we journey through this pandemic,
watching its effect, fearing its progress,
we turn to you in hope and expectation.
By restraining ourselves
from greeting others as we would wish for over a year,
we have learned to value human contact as never before.
Let your Spirit’s touch upon our lives encourage and sustain us
in these days of promise and recovery.
We commit to you those who grieve.
We thank you for all who sustain us.
Amen.
By Rev. John Young
Retired minister of the Scottish Synod URC
and member of Giffnock URC

